?:ixxvi ':-           '        INTRODUCTION.
the passage relative to him was inserted after the piece
was finished), must have been composed between April
and September, 1599. Supposing that passage a sub-
sequent insertion, the play was probably not written
long before; for it is not mentioned by Meres [in his
Palladis Tamia, etc.] in 1598.' Life of Shakespeare, p.
360. It was printed in 1600, 4to, with a text wretchedly
disfigured and incomplete; nor did it appear in its
genuine form till the publication of the folio of 1623."
Dyce. Hudson (vol. II., p. 108) is inclined to think
that not only this Chorus, but all the Choruses were
added in the summer of 1599. This may be so. But
the play, as Ulrici says, representing a great struggle
between two chivalrous nations, is more an epic than a
historical drama. Hence the preponderance of descrip-
tion (noticed by Hartley Coleridge), and the introduction
of the Chorus due to the necessity for that description.
The contending elements of the drama are so gigantic,
so heroic, that the stage cannot represent them, and so
the imagination, guided by the Chorus, has to "piece
out" the actor's " imperfections." From the older
anonymous play of "The Famous Victories of Henry
the Fift, containing the honourable Battle of Agincourt,"
Shakespeare seems to have taken some hints, but his
chief authorities are Holinshed and Hall.